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FADE IN:

I/E. ARMY RECRUITER’S OFFICE - DAY

Two guys, young attractive and unaware, almost walk into each 
other going into an Marine recruiter’s office. The first one, 
Hispanic, 18, dark hair (Miguel) holds the door for the 
second, white, 18, blonde hair (Michael). A recruiter stands 
up and shakes Michael’s hand. The recruiter looks around. No 
one else is in the office. He motions for Michael to sit down 
in front of his desk.

RECRUITER
(To Miguel)

Hey the rest of my guys are out to 
lunch. You mind just waiting until 
I’m done talking to...

MICHAEL
Michael.

MIGUEL
Yeah, yeah that’s fine.

The recruiter starts jabbing with Michael and Miguel looks 
out the window. Across the street there’s a few kids 
listening to music, rapping. Miguel smiles and walks out.

RECRUITER
(Looking out at Miguel)

He’s a patient one.

Michael looks back to the groups Miguel’s running towards. 
They’re a Hispanic bunch, bandanas wrapped around their 
heads. All wearing the same color. Miguel walks up and 
motions to see if he can start rapping. Recruiter gets 
Michael’s attention.

RECRUITER (CONT’D)
(Stern)

Hey now. He’s makin’ a mistake, let 
him make it. A kid hangin’ with a 
crowd like that... You think he’s 
got the stuff to make it in the 
Marines? No way.

CUT TO:

SPLIT SCREEN - MONTAGE

Ambient progressive score plays. (Max Richter-November) 



Left: Miguel raps and the guys in the group bob their heads 
to his flow.

Right: Michael talks and the recruiter shakes his head and 
smiles.

Left: The leader of the group pulls Miguel to the side and 
talks to him about joining the gang. He shows Miguel his 
tattoo.

Right: Recruiter pulls out a pamphlet, explaining a certain 
rate. Michael nods, stands up and shakes Recruiter’s hand. 
Recruiter has a Marine tattoo.

Left: Miguel hesitantly shakes the gang leader’s hand.

CUT TO:

TITLE SLIDE - A WAR CONTINUUM

SPLIT SCREEN - MONTAGE

Left: Miguel’s in a bare-knuckle brawl getting beaten up by 4 
guys. 

Right: Michael’s clad in protective boxing gear fighting a 
single man and is getting beaten up. 

Left: The beat down stops. Miguel gets up, blood coming down 
his smiling lip and the gang leader pats him on the back. 

Right: Michael stands up and his drill sergeant yells at him 
at the top of his lungs, spit flying off onto Michael’s stoic 
face. 

Left: A gang member gives Miguel some clothes. All the same 
color.

Right: Michael pulls his Army camos out of a bag. 

Left: Miguel looks in the mirror for the first time wearing 
his new gang’s attire.

Right: Michael looks at himself wearing camos.

Left: Miguel and his boys playing poker, smoking cigars.

Right: Michael and his guys playing poker, smoking 
cigarettes.

Left: Miguel gets a tattoo on his arm of the gang’s symbol. 
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Right: Michael gets a Marine tattoo.

Left: Miguel rides around the ghetto in his buddy’s car.

Right: Michael rides around a middle eastern city in a 
humvee.

Left: Gunfight. Bullets flying out in the air. Miguel is 
panicking and shooting everywhere.

Right: Gunfight. Bullets ricochet off of the humvee. Michael 
fires his gun into the fray. 

Left: Miguel gets hit with a bullet.

Right: Michael gets hit with a bullet.

Left: Miguel lies motionless in a hospital. The room is 
empty. His mother cries and kisses his forehead.

Right: Michael lies motionless in a hospital. The room is 
littered with balloons and cards. His mother cries and kisses 
his forehead.

Left: Miguel’s heart rate monitor flat lines.

Right: Michael’s monitor flat lines.

Left: Miguel’s funeral. Gang members hug Miguel’s mother.

Right: Michael’s funeral. Soldiers hug Michael’s mom.

CUT TO:

ZOOM OUT

EXT. GRAVEYARD - DAY

Two headstones stand next to each other. The left, ‘Miguel 
Castano. The Greatest of Friends’. The right, ‘Michael 
Verner. American Hero.’ Michael’s stone is adorned with 
flowers.

TIME LAPSE

The flowers grow old and die, leaving the two headstones 
barren, standing  amidst the lifeless ground, identical.

FADE TO BLACK.
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THE END.
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